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General Policy

Each year in September, a percentage of the EANS Sun Flower Campaign profits will be set aside and placed into a Research Fund that is a sub-account of our General Operating Account.  This money will be available on October 31st of every 2nd year to the winner of the research competition.  There will be an open competition for an EANS Research Grant.  Submissions from Nova Scotia researchers will be solicited.

Purpose of the EANS Research Grant

The EANS Research Grant exits to stimulate and support research that has a direct link with epilepsy, its causes, treatments, quality of life issues, outcomes, psychosocial issues, and program evaluation.  Research projects examining people whose lives are affected by epilepsy are favoured over animal experimentation.  Pilot work that is descriptive in nature will be considered, especially if it provides preliminary information on persons living in Nova Scotia.  Equipment and direct operating costs (including salary of research assistant) are eligible expenses.  Salaries of investigators, graduate students, post-doctoral students, and travel to meetings are not eligible expenses.  Funding will not be awarded to run a clinical program, unless the purpose of the funding is to evaluate the efficacy of a new program.  The principle criteria used to judge applications are the relevance to EANS, the scientific merit of the proposal, the feasibility of the project, and the track record of the applicant(s).  There is a limit of one application per investigator every two years.

Who is Eligible?

1)
Persons who hold full- or part-time positions on the faculty of a university in the province of Nova Scotia.

2)
Persons who have full- or part-time positions on staff at the IWK-GRACE Health Care Centre or QEII HSC.

3)
Students (undergraduate, graduate, post-doctoral) who are being supervised by a university faculty member or a hospital staff member.

4)
A person from the community who can demonstrate to the Committee that they have a track record of conducting and publishing high quality research.  This person must also demonstrate that he/she has competence in the proposed field of endeavor.

Details of Application

Ethics Approvals

All applications must receive prior approval from appropriate university or hospital based ethics board.  Applications from the community that do not have access to an ethics review board must contact the EANS before submitting an application in order to determine how an ethics review will be accomplished.  No funds will be awarded until the proposal has received final approval from an ethics review board.

Deadlines

The deadline for applications is September 8.  The EANS Research Application Form must be used.  The text portion of the proposal may not exceed 5, single spaced typewritten pages in length.  Incomplete or over length applications may not be read.  An original, plus 4 copies can be submitted by mail to the Research/Education Committee, Epilepsy Association of Nova Scotia, The Medical Arts Building, Suite 306, 5880 Spring Garden Road, Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3H 1Y1 or by Fax to 902-425-0821.

Process of Selecting Winner

The Research/Education Committee will meet approximately two weeks after the deadline (i.e., mid-September).   The rating of each grant will be based on criteria set by EANS (See Appendix A).  Committee recommendations will be forwarded to the EANS Board of Directors for final approval.

Announcements and Progress Reports

There is one Grant awarded every two years.  The winner will be contacted by October 15.  The winner of each EANS Research Grant agrees to provide the EANS Board a one page progress report one year after the receipt of funds.   The winner of an EANS Research Grant agrees to acknowledge the source of this funding in appropriate publications.  The winner of the each EANS Research Grant agrees to make every effort to publish or otherwise make known the results of their research, and to notify the EANS Board of these efforts.
Description of the Proposed Research:

1)
A statement of objectives and the hypothesis to be tested.

2)
A brief review of the scientific literature most relevant to the proposal.  

3)
A clear rationale for the project must be stated.

4)
Details of the research plan and experimental design, including the kind of data to be collected and the method of data analysis.  A justification of the number of participants to be studied should be included.

5)
A discussion of feasibility, available resources and possible problems.  

6)
An additional one-page summary in lay terms must be included that can be used in our newsletter.

7)
An additional one-page budget with justification for funding line items.

8)
A summary of current funds held by the researcher(s) noting any overlap between current projects and the present application 



Please send one cover sheet and five completed applications to the Research/Education Committee, The Epilepsy Association of Nova Scotia, The Medical Arts Building, Suite 306, 5880 Spring Garden Road, Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3H 1Y1, fax 902-425-0821, info@epilepsyns.com.  
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Checklist (attach to original copy of application only)

To be checked by applicant

1.
Five (5) complete copies (including all attachments and appropriate signatures) of the grant application.

2.
Reprints of applicant’s articles relevant to this proposal (5 copies each).

3.
Ethics Committee approval.

4.
If collaborators are required for the research, letters of co-operation must be attached.

Principal
Investigator:



Date:



Application Form
1.
Mailing address, telephone number and Fax number of principal investigator. (PI)

	


2.
Names and affiliations of collaborators.

	


3.
Short title of proposed project.

	


4. Summary of funds requested.

	Personnel
	$

	Equipment
	$

	Materials & Supplies
	$

	Other
	$

	Total
	$

	


5.
Has the applicant(s) applied to other agencies for funding



Yes



No

If yes, state the name of the agency and attach the summary budget page.

	


Acceptance of the EANS research grant constitutes an agreement that:

(a)
The stipulations of the Research Ethics Committee will be observed.

(b)
The guidelines of the Canadian Council on Animal Care will be observed, if applicable.

(c)
The MRC Guidelines for handling animal viruses and cells and recombinant DNA molecules will be observed (if applicable).

(d) The applicant has read and agrees to the Guidelines for Applications to the EANS Research Fund.

	Principal Investigator
	

	Name Printed
	



Summary of Proposal
Outline the proposed research in easily understood terms.

DO NOT EXCEED THIS PAGE.

	Insert Here




	Principal Investigator
	

	Name Printed
	


Proposal
Maximum five pages (excluding references).  The proposal should be printed using single spacing with characters no smaller than 12 pitch and at least ½ inch margins throughout.

	Insert Here




	Principal Investigator
	

	Name Printed
	


Publications

	Project Name
	


	Total Number

	Publications
	

	Abstracts
	


List all papers and abstracts published during the last 5 years only.  Include papers accepted for publication.  Identify abstracts.  Submit reprints of manuscripts relevant to this application.


Budget Page
	Project Name
	


Details of Funds Requested

A.
Personnel (Technician/Research Assistant)/Services

	Insert Here




B.
Equipment

	Insert Here




C.
Materials and Supplies

	Insert Here




Appendix A
Criteria for Evaluating an Application for Funding
Instructions to reviewers

Rate each criterion on a scale from 1 (low, weak) to 5 (high, strong, best).  Under scientific merit, average the 4 rankings from A, B, C, and D to obtain a mean scientific rating.  Add the ratings from Criteria 1 (Impact), 2 (Scientific Merit) and 3 (The Investigator).  The application with the highest rating will be awarded funding (maximum overall rating = 15).

1. Impact on persons with epilepsy.  How well does the research proposal fit into the mission of the EANS?  Will there be an outcome from the study that has the potential to improve the lives of persons with Epilepsy?

Impact Rating
1
2
3
4
5
2.
Scientific Merit
A.
Review of the Literature.  Does the applicant cite appropriate literature and is the review up to date? 

Rating
1
2
3
4
5

B.
Originality.  Is this a novel idea or does it repeat work done elsewhere?

Rating
1
2
3
4
5

C.
Hypothesis and objectives.  Is the hypothesis (the question being answered) clearly stated?  What are the objectives (the specific goals) of the research?

Rating
1
2
3
4
5

D.
Methodology and feasibility.  Are the methods used capable of answering the research question or achieving the stated objectives? 

Rating
1
2
3
4
5


Mean of Rating Scientific Merit (A+B+C+D/4)   =         
3.
The Investigator.  What is the track record of the investigator?  Has the individual demonstrated the ability to complete a research project and publish the results?  If the investigator has received previous funding, what was the outcome of that research? 

Investigator Rating
1
2
3
4
5


Total Rating (add rating of 1, 2, and 3) = 
(max=15)
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